Leukoderma punctata.
Thirteen patients with vitiligo (1 segmental, 4 focal, 8 generalized) aged 7 to 38, most of them female children, developed numerous punctate hypopigmented and achromic spots. The spots measured 0.5 to 1.5 mm and were located primarily on the sun-exposed areas of the extremities; they appeared following treatment with PUVASOL. Two of these patients experienced a reduction of this leukodermic defect, whereas the remaining patients showed a stable clinical course. Dopa and Fontana stains disclosed, in most cases, decreased but not absent functional melanocytes and a marked reduction of melanin. Ultrastructural studies demonstrated slight to severe damage of keratinocytes and melanocytes similar to that previously reported in vitiligo patients. The phototoxic effect of PUVASOL therapy is suggested as a possible etiologic factor in these patients. A probable relationship among idiopathic guttate hypomelanosis, leukoderma punctata, and vitiligo is discussed.